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SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes, thank you, Mr. President and members.
Very simply this amendment regards the state aid to cities, 
counties, NRDs, and the road money that Senator Jones had in his 
amendment awhile ago. I'm very concerned about what we're doing 
here, and not only are we cutting the aid to these subdivisions 
but we have cut other programs that are going to impact local 
governments. We have had reductions to court operations, 
probation services, Medicaid, developmental disability, 
Department of Corrections operations, jail reimbursement 
assistance, and Historical Society. And I...I'm concerned that 
what we're doing here is we're cutting off aid to these counties 
and cities and NRDs and we are also cutting programs like the 
Rural Development Commission. And I think it's going to 
particularly impact our small counties the most probably. I 
expect that counties like Lancaster and Douglas and some of the 
other bigger counties can absorb these. But I think some of the 
smaller counties are going to be the ones that feel the impact 
the most. I don't really expect this to pass based on what has 
already happened here today, but I just want to have people 
think about it one last time before they decide to do what we're 
going to do. I don't think we have to do what we're doing here 
today. I think if we had the commitment from some of our 
colleagues who have not been willing to face up to the plate 
before on the revenues that we would not have to do some of 
this, and we could come back next year and have a more reasoned 
process for cutting. That's all I have to say. I wish you 
would think about it. Thank you.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you. Senator Schimek. You've heard the
opening on the motion offered by Senator Schimek, M0286, to 
override. Open for discussion, Senator Jones.
SENATOR JONES: Mr. President and members of the body, I just
want to stand and thank Senator Schimek to bringing this again 
to our attention. And I think it's really important because, 
this, it goes directly out to the counties that is hurting the 
most and I can give you a lot of examples of how poor some of 
mine are. But I guess I want to bring out one thing that I 
think people don't realize. It's Keya Paha County, I mentioned 
this awhile ago, is...their roads are really deteriorating, and
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